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I ſtand at Ceſar” s Judgmem- Seat, where 1 ought to be 


judg d. 1 appent unto Ceſar, 


H E Sons of Belia call this Day, the Madding-Day, 
7. e. as we ſay, the Day on which they themſelves 
are ſtark mad, to hear, that there fire any, who 
dare to aſſert the Cauſe of God, and the King or 
ee to preach Apoſtolical Doctrine, or to expoſe the Do- 
Frine of harden'd Wretches, to the Cenſure of the ſober World, 


> and toperſ wade thoſe who love their Country and their Laws, 
dio have HOG to do —— 45 are * fo cage, : 


But 


Ge: 
| Car ww vis 


But the Reaſon why they give it the Name, as they would 
ſay, is, becauſe ſeveral honeſt Men are ſo mad, as to inculcate 
the Doctrine of Scripture, the general Rules of Chriſtianity, and 
the Principles of the lamfully eſtabliſh'd Church of England, in 4 
degenerate and Atheiſtical Age. But we may remember, that a 
great Man, much abont as knowing as themſelves in Religious 
Matters, told St. Paul that he was beſide himſelf, and that too 
much Learning had mad: him mad, when he, who knew better 
what he did, than his ignorant Cenſurer, preach'd nothing but 


the weightieſt Truth of the Goſpel, and utter'd none but the 


Words of Truth and Soberneſs. TY FRO 
The Originals of Rebellion, the Original of Government, in e- 
very Nation, and the Puniſhments juſtly due to Murderers and 
Rebels, I have fully and ufa nſwerably demonſtrated formerly 
on theſe melancholick Occaſions ; But ſince ſome are ſtill as 


buſy to infuſe other and contrary Principles into the Minds of | | 
the Eaſy, IIl. principbd, and Inconſiderate, and ſince St. Pauls 


Behaviour towards the Civil Magiſtrate, is brought to confute his 
Voctrine, and to prove, that good Chriſtians may reſiſt the 
| higher Powers, without incurring the Penalty of Damnation, I 
cannot think tkis ſad and ſolemn Time ill ſpent, if I paſs a Me- 


lies Inquirendum upon that Great Apoſtle's Behaviour, and vin- 
d4dicate him from that ſcandalous Intimation, That he taught 
Mien to reſiſt thoſe very Powers whom he had commanded 


them to obey, by his own Example; and that the Command 
Which he gave to all the lawful Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
Pit their Hearers in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Pow- 


ers, was but the Copy of his Countenance: A Command de- 
lign'd rather to amuſe the World, than to ſecure the Gover- 
nours of it. And we cannot have a better Foundation for a 


freſh Enquiry into the Matter, than the Text it ſelf, with the 
Coherence and Occaſion of it, which was this. 
St. Paul, after many Years Abſence, came to bring Alms and 
Offerings to his Nation, that he might be the more acceptable to 
his Country-men: He, by the Advice of St. James, the Lord's 
Brother, and then Biſhop of Jeruſalem, join'd with ſome other 
Perſons, who were under a Vow, as well as himſelf, and puri- 
fy'd himſelf with them, according to the Law of Moſes, and 
made his Offerings in the Temple. Now, as St. Paul pleads for 
Himlſelf,----They neither found him in the Temple, diſputing with 
any Man, neither ſtirring up the People either in the Synagogue, 


or in the Citfy Acts 24. 12. Hitherto then St. Paul was ve- 


ry peaceable. Well, but certain Jews from Aſia found him 
in the Temple: And tho' they found him there without ei- 
ther Multitude or Tumult, as he alledges, yet, upon a groſs Mi- 
ſtake of their own, they cry out againſt him, as a Deſerter of 
their Law; one who had brought Greeks into the Temple, and 
St. 8 e = had 
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bad profan d that Holy Place. This Cry ſoon raisd the Mob 
upon him, and he had been torn in Pieces by them, had not Y- 
ſias, the chief Captain or Governor of the Caſtle, been inform d, 
that all Jeruſalem was in an Uproar ; Which News made him, 
who was well acquainted with the ſeditious Humour of the 
Few, draw down a Body of Soldiers with bim, who cafily dif- 
perſing the Rabble, reſcu'd the Apoſtle from their Madneſs, Zj- 


ſtias was no Civil Magiſtrate, nor did he take upon him the Of- 


ice of one; but he was the chief Commander of that Garriſon 
which was left at Jeruſalem, to keep the factious Multitude 
quiet. He was a Military-man, a Man of Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, fit to deal with ſo perverſe a People; and it was by Force, 
and not by laying the Law before them, that he over-aw'd the 
KRabble; and therefore they left beating Paul, when they ſaw 
the chief Captain coming down upon them. 3 
No, it was not at all ſtrange, that a rongh-hewn Soldier, 
when he heard ſuch violent Outcries againſt one whom he him- 
ſelf had no Knowledge of, and for he knew not what, ſhould, 
without much examining the Matter, conclude, that a Man ſo 
, © loudly condemn'd by the united Votes of ſuch a Multitude, 
muſt needs be ſome very dangerous Perſon ; and therefore ought 
to be laid hold on, and ſecur'd. But the chief Captain would 
not be the Executioner of the Fury of the Rabble, nor would 


be depend upon their Outcries, but reſolv'd to extort a Confeſ- 


ſion from the Priſoner himſelf; therefore he order'd him to be 
bound with Thongs, deſigning to have him ſcourg'd *till he 
cConfeſsd what his Crimes were. And this was no more than 

what any Officer, Civil or Military, might do, for the Detecti- 
on of ſuch as had no Right to the Liberties of Rome; but bind- 
ing, and whipping, and crucifying, were look'd upon as ſervile 
Puniſhments, ſuitable enough to conquer'd Slaves, but ſuch as 
the Majzfly of Rome could not admit of to be inflicted upon 
their Citizens, till they have firſt paſs'd a Tryal, and been 
found guilty before a competent Judge. That being once done, a 


© Roman was as liable to thoſe kind of Puniſhments, as another. 
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His Guilt forfeited his Liberties, and Rome vindicated her own 

>» Honour, by taking off ſuch rotten Members by the ſevereſt 
Methods of Juſtice, _ | 5 
Our Apaſtle was thus far unknown to the chief Captain; but 

when he once ask'd the Queſtion, —— 1s it lawful for you to 
— ſcourge one that is a Roman aad uncondemn'd? —— That Se- 
tion ſtartl'd th? Officers, who were ſo buſy to bind him. This 
indeed was a very proper Queſtion to an inferior Magiſtrate or 
Commander; but this Queſtion would have been impertinent and 
= ridiculous enough, had it been made to Neyo, the then Emperor 
of Rome. When St. Paul had declar'd himſelf a Roman, the 
= chief Captain eaſily acknowledg'd the Error he had almoſt been 


* 
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guilty of; he gives St, Paul leave to vindicate himſelf before 
the Jewiſh Council; and when he underſtood how they had con- 
ſpix'd to Murder Him, as he ſhould be brought down to the 
Council again, the Captain took Care of his Safety, and ſent 
him to Caſarea, to Felix, the Governor of Judæa, and his Su- 
perior ; partly to elude the Conſpiracy of the Jews againſt his 
Life, and partly to leave the Matter to him, who, being Cæ- 
Jar Deputy in Civil Affairs, might know better than a Sword- 


Man what was fit to be done in the Caſe. wy 
__ #elix us'd St. Paul civilly, and only wanted a Bribe to have 
_ releaſed him; but failing of his Hopes, he left him to Feſtus, - 

his Succeſſor in that Government. Feſtus being importun'd by 
the Jews, and it may be, ignorant of their villainous Intentions 

towards the Apoſtle, propos'd his going up to Feruſalem, to be 

judged there: But St. Paul, ſenſible of the Danger of ſuch a 
| 1 rney, and moved by that ſacred Spirit who never deſerted 
mis faithful Servants in their Extremities, and who had deſign'd 

Him for greater Tryals than he had ever yet gone thro, an- 
ſwers with all Meekneſs of Wiſdom, —Tſtandat Czfar's Fudg- 
anent-Seat, where I ought to be judg d. To the Jews have I done 

220 Wrong, as thou very well knoweſt ; for if I have.been an Offen- 

der, or have committed any Thing worthy of Death, I refuſe not 

% die; i. e. I plead no Privilege more than others, if Im 

prov'd a Criminal. But if there be none of theſe Things where- _ 
of they accuſe me, I claim the Privilege of a Roman Citizen. 

Ivo May may deliver me up to Fe OW who are my Enemies, 
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without Cauſe, I appeal unto Cæſar. . With Reſpect to 
which Appeal, we mult enquire „„ == 

1. What the preſeat Government of Rome was? — 
2. What the Privileges of aRoman Citizen were in the pre 
ſent Caſe? Re CG 5 1 9 
3. Where St. Paul, as he was a Roman, lodg'd his Appea!?? 


4+ How far St, Paul's Plea and Appeal Was an Oppoſition to E” 
the higher Power? | | „ 5 1 
1. We are to enquire, What the Government of Rome then 
was, when our Apoſtle appeal d from Feſtus to Czlar ? For when 
Men talk of nothing but the Roman State, the Roman St at e, i n "Oy 
a Diſcourſe concerning St, Paul's Behaviour to the Civil Magi- 47 
irate, it looks as if they would have the World believe, hat 
the Roman Government was ſtill the ſame as it had been for- 
merly, when it was a free State, as they call'd it, or a ( m. 
2n0n-wealth, when really it was nothing leſs, The Roman Go. 
vernment Was monarchical at fitft, but upon the Expulon of tbe 
Tarquins, they form'd themſelves into a Kind of Repablick, but 
always unquiet, and frequently varying. But how much foe- 7 
yer they pretended to hate the Name of & King, in all their Dif 
ficulties, whether in Peace or in War, they were fain to fly to 
8 5 es 4 a Ma- 
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e 2 Magiſtrate, more abſolute and arbitrary than ever the moſt 
- tyrantical of their Kings had been, whom they call'd a D:#a- 
e tor. This Diftator was not choſen by the People, but by the 
at then Conſuls. No ſooner was he choſen, but immediately all 
1- their Laws were filent ; all their Courts of Judicature ceaſed ; 


is all other Magiſtrates were actually out of Power; the Law 
2 proceeded only out of their Mouths ; and from the Determina- 

{- 7 tion of the DiZator, in any Caſe, there was no Appeal. It's 
5 9 true, theſe Didtators were choſen but for ſx Months; but had 
not they laid down their Power modeſtly at the End of the fix 

„ Mionths, as generally they did; or ſometimes ſooner, as they did 
ſeometimes when the Buſineſs was done for which they were 

ns choſen, they might eaſily have turned the Common-wealth into 

YE dn arbitrary Monarchy, when they were in the Head of an Ar- 

2 __- my, and uncontroulable, as they found when Cornelius Sla 

d made himſelf perpetual Dictator, and conſequently abſolute and 

d _ perpetual Lord of the Lives and Fortunes of every Roman Sub- 
1 Jo or Citizen, Sylla, indeed, laid down his Power in a little 

> Time as boldly as he had taken it up; but after the Death of 

2 +; the Great Pampe), and his two elder Sons, Julius Caſar erected 


3 the Roman State into a Mozarihy again, and made himſelf in 
of Effect their perpetual Dictatoar. = VV 
m After the Death of Julius Cæſar, and a Triumvirate of no 


very long Continuance, when Auguſtus Caſar took the Govern- 
ment upon him, the Senate, indeed, very obſ-quiouſly offer'd him 
„% the perpetual Pictatorſbip, which he as politickly refus d. He 
flattered the People with ſome little Shews of Liberty, and 
ſeem'd to defer much to the. Senate; hut really took all the 
Power into his own Hand, govern'd in the Dickatorian Way, 
e- and made them feel, that he and he alone, was their uncontroul- 
aauble Lord and Maſter. Tiberius, his next Succeſſor, wheed led the 


SGe—nate a little too at firſt, but ſoon let them and the whole Empire 
to kno their Driver. The Name of Cæſar, and Auguſtus, and Em- 
= per, deren then to ſound greater than that of King had ever 

5 done. The Senate grew like one of Cromwell's Parliaments, 


or the preſent Parliament of Paris, and were only the Inſtru- 
ments of Cæſars Pleaſure. The Romans grew every Day more 
and more Sla ves under Caligula and Claudius; and Nero, to 
whom St. Paul appeal in the Text, was far from bating an 
- Thing of the Arbitrarineſs of his Predeceſſors. He was ſo far 
from regarding the Privileges of Roman Citizens, that no Pre - 
tences of Law could protect them from his Diſpleaſure ; Nor, 
indeed, was there any Law valid at Rome, or thro' the Roman 
Empire, but as it proceeded out of his Mouth, or was . 
or at leaſt connived at, and permitted to take Place by his o- 
Pen or tacit Conſent, The Roman Government continued thus 
Deſpatich ond Arbitrary as long as their Empire ſtood : The 
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6 AS NRMON Preach'd on : 
Chriſtian Emperors were as arbitrary as any of their Heathen 


Predeceſſors ; and the Chriſtians of thoſe Days, however the 


good Men came to be ſo ftrangely miſtaken, as not having 


been bleſſed with the unparalleled Writings of the Machzavels, 
Knox c, Mariana's, Bellarmines, Buchanans, Miltons, Sidneys, 
Locks, or the wonderful Author of the Rights, &. Thoſe 


Chriftians innocently concluded, that the Power of the Ne- 


70's, the Domitians, the Decius's, the Diocleſians, the Maxi- 


mines, the Julians, were derived only from God. That they 


were ſuperior to all Perſons next and immediately under God; and 


they, not being ſo well taught as the Patriots of our Age, fan- 
cyed that they imitated their Great Maſter and his Apoſtles, 


when for. their Mafter's Sake, they were led as Sheep to the 
Slaughter, and never made any Oppoſition at all, either to the 


Roman Emperor as ſupream, or to thoſe who were deputed by, 
or in any Authority under him. Pb on 


. Empire, the Proconſuls, the Pro- 


curators, the Tributary Princes, might give Laws to thoſe under 
their Care, in emergent Difficulties, but they were of no Force 

till confirmed by the Emperor's Approbation. Every Imperial 
 Reſcript had the Force oa Law, and was looked upon as ſa- 


cred and inviolable, whether it agreed with the ancient Roman 


Laws, or not. The Governors, the Preſidents, the Procurators 
_ the Military Commanders, the Prators, the Proconſuls, all de- 


_ rived their Powers fiom the Imperial Commiſſion. Where the 
Emperor commanded Death or Baniſhment, or Confiſcation of 


Goods, or Impriſonment ; whether they ordered any to die by 
fconrging, or beheading, or crucifying; the pretended Przvi- 


oY 3 of a Roman Citizen were of no Significan- | 
N H- cy againſt the T e Sentence: Life and 


V7. Death was in the Hands of Cæſar, and his Will 
way | was a Ling Law. | 


Every inferiour Governor had a Coart of Juſtice, where he 


diſpenſed Juftice publickly, according to the written Roman 


Laws, unleſs the Emperor thought fit to ſuperſede any of them 

ina particular Place or Caſe, or repealed them altogether by his 
on Reſcript. The Provincia! Tribunal was called, Cæſars 

 Fudsment-Seat, which Herod the Great, fixed at Ceſarea, for 


the Uſe of the Jewiſh Nation when he was King of Judaa: 


The Governour ſitting there, had the Power of Life and Death 


on all ordinary Occaſions; this was called, Cæſar's fFudgment- 


Skat, as our Courts of Judicature are called, The King's Courts, 
becauſe the judge repreſents the King's Perfon, and our Kings 


in former Days, frequently ſat there, and heard their Subjects 
Cauſes themſelves. The Judges determine all Cauſes in the 
King's Name, by Virtue of the King's Commiſſion, and according 


to che King's Laws, The Subjects of England ha ve Liberty 
—— — appeal 
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appeal from any inferior Court, in particular Caſes, to the 
Sovereign himſelf, in his Courts at Weſtminſter, or to the Houſe 
of Lords; where the King himſelf is always ſuppoſed to be vir- 
tually preſent in a true, legal, Engliſh Parliament: Out of that 
Houſe, the Sovereign appoints ſuch Commiſſioners as he thinks 
fit, to try any Peer in a Capital Caſe. As our inferior Courts 
are now, ſuch were the Courts of inferior Roman Governors in 
St. Paul's Time: Nay, and from the higheft Courts there, e- 
very Roman Citizen unjuſtly proſecuted, had an old legal Right 
to appeal to the ſapream Power, which lay only in Cæſar; who, 
how corrupt ſoever his inferior Officers might be, was ever 
looked on as a ſacred Perſon, and one above all Temptations 
to Injuſtice or Partiality. )) So 

2. We are to enquire, what the Privilege of a Roman Citi- 
zen was, in ſuch a Caſeas that our Apoſtle was now in? Now, 
if we conſider the Privileges of a Roman Citizen in general, 


they ſeem to anſwer the Privileges of the Burgers in the Uni- 


ted Provinces, or ſuch as are natural:zed in England. Our 
Law-Books give us an Account of Endenization, which gives a 
Stranger or Foreigner almoſt all thoſe Advantages which our 
own.Country-men can pretend to by their Birth: But Naturali- 
zation goes farther, and makes them our Equals in all Reſpetts ; 
thoſe who are naturaligedare to be protected and tryed, to pur- 
chaſe and to inherit, to be ſav'd and condemn'd by the ſame Laws 
as other Engliſhmen are. But the Privileges of @ Citizen of 
Rome, went farther yet; and, as a Free-man of London, by 
Virtue of his Freedom, has ſe veral Privileges in the other Parts 
of England, which the Free-men of other Towns and Cities 
cannot pretend to in London; ſo he, who was a free Citizen 
of Rome, had divers Privileges thro' the whole Extent of the 
mighty Roman Empire, which other Subjects had no Claim to. 
Theſe Franchiſes were gotten at Rome at firſt, upon qs ſevere 
Terms as our Apprentices here get their Freedom. When Rome 
became powerful, and by little and little reduced all the petty 
States and Governments in Italy, that they might make them 
the more quiet and eaſy under the Arms of their Conquerors, 
they made ſeveral principal Men among them, free Citizens of 
Rome, and Partakers of all the ſame Advantages which thoſe 
enjoyed, who were born and had ſerved in the City. The Ro- 
mans took the ſame Courſe when they ſpread their Conqueſts 
over diſtin& and different Parts of the World, and while they 
planted Colonies of their own in all their Conqueſts, the Colo» 
nies which were ſent, were ſtill looked upon as Members of 
the Mother-City; and as ſuch who had a Right to all the Pri- 
vileges which the free Men of Rome had any Claim to. By 
this Means, the Number of the Roman Citizens grew ſo prodi: 
viouſly numerous, in their general Cenſus of the Empire 8 the 
| | aye 
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Name of a Roman grew yenerable among the Subjects of other 


Empires; and other great Monarchs, tho' at Enmity with the 
Romans, would ſometimes protect a Stranger, who was a Citi- 


$20, out of that Reſpect they bore to the Grandeur'and Maje- 
4 


y of Rome, All the moſt ſubſtantial Inhabitants of the con- 


quer'd Countries, came to have their Intereſts ſo complicated 
with thoſe of Rome, that the Enemies of Rome became Ene- 
mies of Courſe to all the Roman Empire. mee. 
The particular Privilege which belong'd to a Roman Citizen, 
in the preſent Caſe, was, That he might not as others, who 
were Subjects at large, be brought to accuſe himſelf by any 
WFhipping or Beating ; as an Engliſh-man is not to be put upon 
the*Rack to make him confeſs, where the Evidence againſt him 


is not ſufficient to convi him; where the foreign Evidence 


againſt him was clear and deciſive, he might ſuffer wherever 


he was taken; but no Governour of à City or Province, might 1 


ind, or ſcourge, or behead,or cruciſy a Roman Citizen uncondemn d; 
but if any ſuch Governour offer'd to puniſh him in any ſuch illegal 
Way, the Priſoner might have appeal'd, in former Days, to 
Rome; where the People, while they were a Common-wealth, 
had a mighty Intereft in the Government. And this Privi- 
lege was not only perſonal, but hereditary, and deſcended 

| from the Father to his Children. But this Privilege ſunk 
_ mightily in its Value, when the Reman State was converted 
into a Monarchy. For the Emperors, tho? ſome of them made 
fair Weather with the People, and the Senate, and aſs'd very 
obliging Complements upon them, yet they govern'd arbitrari- 
ly, and regarded neither Senate, nor People, nor their written 
Laws, any farther than might ſerve a Turn, or upon ſome par- 
ticular Occaſion. Nay, thoſe deputed by the Emperors, their 
Provincial Governors, had the written Laws no more in Ve- 
neration, than their Mafters had z whence Galba, when he 


govern'd Spain, and one was brought before him, who, being a 


Guardian to ſom? 99 * conſum'd the r ;þ his 1855 « 
7:3 Graz n be order'd him only to be hang d on a Croſs 
ES nen e lofty than the other Criminals, and with 
5 more Circumſtances of Scorn and Contempt, when 
he pleaded the P7vilege of a Roman Citizen. We find, indeed, 
that Pliny the younger, in the Reign of Tra)an, order'd ſeveral 
do be ſent to Rome, who, being accus'd. as Chriſtians, had, as the 
2 Aͤhpaſtle in the Text, claim'd the Privilege of 
Pliny, Lib. 1o. Roman Citizens, and defir'd that they might be 
Ep. 97. Heard by the Emperor himſelf, tho' a known 
Proſecutor of the Religion; but this he did 
only out of a Complement to his Mafter, and that Rome might 
ſeem to have recovered ſome of her former Liberty under the 
Government of fo Great a Prince. 85 . 
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But little did this Privilege we have been ſpeakingof, lig· 
nify in ſucha Reign as that of Nero: Yet whatever Weight it 


might have, St. Paul, who knew the Malice of the ew a- 
gainſt him, was directed by the Spirit, to enter his Plea as a 


7 Citizen of Rome; which the Governor, tho! he pretended to 


favour the Fews, was, in all Probahility well enough pleaſed 
with, and was glad to avoid the Odium of having puniſh'd an 
innocent Man, merely upon the Inſtigation of a ſtubborn, 
and of a factious People. — . 8 
We find indeed, that even during the Reign of the Roman 
People, ſome of their Magiſtrates would break in upon the Pri- 
vileges of their Citizens, as Yerres particularly, when he was 
Prator of Sicily; and then eloquent Cicero might rant with 


his Valerian, Porcian, and Sempronian Laws a= 
gainſt any who ſhould dare to bind, to whip, or Actio in 

to crucify a Roman Citizep, on his own Head. Verrem. 35. 
But had Cicero pleaded any ſuch Thing in his | 
own behalf, and exerted all the Nerves of his Eloquence, un- 
der the deſpotick Government of the Cæſars, it would have ſig - 
nified no more than it did in the Days ot Marius and Sylla, 
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an it would rather have exaſperated, than allayed the Fury of 
ſuch a Jaſticiary as Nero, the preſent Emperor, was. - 


great 
"7 For if the Apoſtle at this Time 
> had the Spirit of Liberty upon him, and thought that thoſe. 


2. We are now to enquire where the Apojzle, on this 


> Laws which were made for the Security and Guardof it, were not 
to be diſpens'd with at the Pleaſure of thoſe whojs Buſineſs it 
was to execute them, .- he would certainly act ſo as might 
de a ſtanding Example for all Chriſtian Subjets afrerwards to 
=> att by. Now, here it's plain, that St. Paul did not lodge his 


Appeal with the Body of the Roman Citizens, nor with the 
Senate as their Repreſentatives. No, the Apoſtle underſtood 
better things; and knew, that the beſt of Ronan Emperorewould 
have look d on ſuch an Appeal to them, as no better than Trea- 
> ſon. All Power lay now in Cæſar's Hand, as in its proper Cen- 
ter; and all inferior Oficers, whether Military or Civil, were 
baut his Subſtitutes and Servants. All the Majeſty of the Roman 
People; all that Authority they had committed to their Iri- 


bBunes of both Kinds, to their Quæſtors, their Ediles, their Præ- 


=p tors, their Conſuls their Dictators, were now devolved upon 


had had formerly, to ſave the Lives of any whom they met 
with going to Execution, was now, without Czſar's Leave, 
| impertinent and impracticable. On. in 


Now, 


LE”, 
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. Now, luch a Privilege as might have exempted a Citigen 
from the Sentence of any Roman Court of Fudicature, would have 
been a Privilege to ſome Purpoſe. If a Citizen, falſely accus'd 
might have appeal to the Court of Partbia, to any Indian 
Prince, or to any yet of that Part of Germany, which had not 
vet felt the Roman Arms, and ſo might have eſcap'd the Sen- 
tence of the Roman Emperor, doubtleſs it would have ſavour'd 
much of modern Liberty. But St. Paul's Buſineſs at preſent, was, 
only to battle the Malice of the Jews, not the Juſtice of the Law. 
he had been guilty of any capital Crime, ſo as to have de- 
ſerv d Deaths or if Cæſar had determin'd he ſhould die, it was all 
onetohim, whether he had ſuffer'd under Lyftas by martial Law, 

| Wi nder telix Or Feſtus by the civil Law, or by the Sentence of 
æſar; but to be run down by Noiſe and Faction, to be wor- 
ry dito Death by their Violence, who had no executive or le- 
Sillatixe Power at all in their Hands; or to be ſacrific'd by ſuch 


as were lawful Magiftrates, to the crafty and inveterate Malice _ 
ot miſguided Multitude, without being guilty of any Offence, 


either againſt the Iemple of the Jews, or againſt their Law, or 
_ againſt Cæſar, was altogether barbarous and unreaſonable. 
It was, therefore, a Suggeſtion of the Spirit of God to our 


Apdſile, that he ſhould appeal to Cæſar; that he appeal'd not to 


any a46terior Power, but to him who was above all, who had 
none in all his Dominions co-07dinate with bimſelf, nor any Su- 
p2:70r, but God only. -I ſtand at Cæſar's Judg ment-Seat, where 
4 ought to be judg d, fays he. I appeal unto Cælar.—-His Appeal 
being lodg'd with Cæſar, Feſtus could neither punith him himſelf, 
nor deli ver him into the Hands of the Fews, but he was oblig'd 


do protect the Appe llunt from all illegal Violence, at the Peril 


of his own Head. Nay, tho? St. Paul's Innocence was notori- 
ous, yet teflus could not ſafely ſet kim at Liberty, as appears 


by the Words of King Agrippa. Ibis Man might have been ſet _ 
at Liberty, if he had not appeal'd unto Czlar, Acts 26. 32. So 


that St. Paul's Appeal was lodg'd with Czſar only; he referr'd 
aimſelf to Czſar's quſtice. The laſt Reſort in all doubtful Caſes, 


was to be to the higheſt Power; and by the Power and Juſtice 


of. Ceſar," as the higheſt Power, our Apoſtle: was reſolv'd to 


ſtand or fall. Whence we come to fee. 7 
4. How far St. Paul's Plea and Appeal was an Oppoſitzon to the 
ſuphos'd illegal Proceedings of the higher Powers ? St. Paul, in 
Danger of being aſſaſſina ted by the Jews, and not knowing how 
far their Importunity might prevail with a Governor newly 
come to the Place, challenges the Privilege of a Roman Citizen, 
i. e. not to be dealt with contrary to Law, not to be given up 
to the Fury of unreaſonable Men, but to be reſerv'd to the Hear- 
in of Auguſtus: Which is, as if a Citizen of Sevil or Toledo, 
coming upon his own Buſineſs to Liſle, ſhould be 1 
| ms | 8 es the 
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the Mob, as if he were ſome very dangerous Perſon; but the 
Commander of the Cittadel, with ſome Troops, hould diſperſe 


the Rabble, reſcue the Priſoner from their Violence, yet offer 
to rack him, if he would not confeſs what Crime he had com- 


3 % mitted, which ſhould ſo far have irritated the Multitude againit 


him; but he alledging himſelf to be a Spantard, born at Sevil 
or Toledo, and that a Spanzard ought not to be put to the Rack, 
and that he came to Liſle upon his lawful Occahons; Upon 


this, the Commander of the Cittadel ſends him away to Bruſ- 
{ils to the Governor-General of the Netherlands, as having 


= himſelf no Cognizance of ſuch Ca'es, and not knowing what 
to make of the Allegations of his Accuſers. Thoſe of Liſte hear- 


ing of the Commander's Deſign, enter into a Conſpiracy to 


murder the Priſoner before he ſhall reach Pruſſels, but are diſ- 
appointed by the Time of his parting from e, and the Strength 
of his Convoy. Some leading Men of Liſlz follow the Priſoner 
to Bruſſels, and are as cla morous againſt him before the Gover- 
5 4 nor, as they were before the Military Commander: They de- 


fire he may be try d at Liſle, hoping for another Opportunity to 
aſſaſſinate him by the Way. The Governor weary'd out with 
their Noiſe, and ignorant of their treacherous Intentions, in- 
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clines to gratify them. But the Priſoner alledges, he's a na- 
tive Spaniard; be claims the Privilege of a Spanzard; he 


ſtands at Bruſſels before the Tribunal of his lawful Sovereign; 
he has done no Injury to the People of Liſe ; he's no Treſpaſſer 
— againft the Laws of ain; he appeals to his Sovereign in his 
Court at Madrid, whither he's remitted accordinglv. And 
2 what Appearance is there in all this, of any Oppoſition to the 
illegal Proceedings of the higher Power? 
1 Nero was the Caſar to whom St. Pau] made his Appeal. The 


: Character of Nero is well known; and few appear blacker or 


greater Tyrants in Hiſtory, than he. He's the fir/? Heathen 
Prince we hear of, who rais'd any Perſecution againſt the 
Church of Chriſt, His Extravagancies and Cruelties were ſuch | 
nds made the whole Ronan Empire groan under them; and they 


—* plotted and arm'd againft him ſo long, *till they forcd him to 


lay violent Hands upon himſelf, to avoid their Fury. The 
Sentence of the Senate againſt him, was a meer Impertinence, 
a ſhewing of their Teeth, where they could not bite ; they 
were the military Men who frighted Nero out of his Life; and 
gave Rome a new Emperor, without expecting the Pleaſure of 
the Senate. But among all thoſe who endeavour'd to get rid 
of this arbitrary Tyrant, as not anſwering the Ends of Government, 
we hear of no Chriſtian. St. Pau} knew Nero's Injuſtice now, 


tt he felt it afterwards; yet he appeal'd to him, and choſe ra- 


ther to ſtand to his Judgment, than either to that of the Few?ſþ 
Council, or the Roman People, or their Senate, or anv of 
1 8 
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_ thoſe factious Patriots who pretended a mighty Zeal for the Li- 
berties of the People, And this Action of St. Paul may ſerve to 
explain his Meaning, when he commands, Rom. 13. 1. Every _. 7 
Soul to be ſub\:# to the higher Powers; which he does, not be- 
cauſe they wete good or bad Men, juſt or unjuſt in diſcharging 
their Duties, but becauſe they are ordazn's ao Pods  Hewho 7 
had made David a Man after God's own Heart, King of all Iſrael, 731 
made Feroboam, the Man who taught Iſrael to fin, King over the _ 
Tevolted Tribes. He who made Joſiah King of Judah, had made 
bis Father Aon ſo before Lim. He who anointed Cyrus King "IN 
of Perfia, made the barbarous Cambyſes his Succeſſor. He w oo; 
made Auguſtus, Ve ſpaſian, Trajan, the Antonines, Alexander, 
Severus, Conſtantine, Theodoſius, firſt and ſecond Emperors, of _ 
Nome; rais'd Caligula, Nero, Domitian, Commodus, Maximin, Dio 
cleſian, Julian, Phocas, Monſters of Men, to the ſame Dignity. ._  * 
And indeed, let thoſe who are our lawful and rightful Gu. 
wernors, be good or bad, as to their perſonal Qualifications, __ 3 
they are not Terrors to good Works, but to the evil; for, who con 
harm us, if we be Doers of that which is good? is St, Peters 
Queſtion. But the worſt of Princes will be ſtill a Terror to 
_ Eyil Doers, For, tho' ſome vicious Perſons may be Favou- 
rites to a Jawful Prince, who governs tyrannically ; yet there 
never was ſuch a Tyrant in the World, who did not, by his 
Laws, and by the Miniſtry of bis Subſtitutes, bring abundance _ 77 
of real Male factors to condign Puniſhment ; and their very Fa- 
_ woarites, tho? in the Boſoms of their Maſters, are in as dange- 
Tous 4 Condition, as the worſt of Men are under the beſt of Go- 
2rnours. How, therefore, we ought to behave our ſelves under 
the worſt of Governours, St. Paul teaches us by his own Ex- 
ample; for he, under the immediate Conduct of the Holy 
Spirit, appeal'd to Nero Cæſar, as wicked as he was, which he 
would never have done, had it not bcen juſt and agreeable to 
the Will of God, 9 d „„ Pf'] Ff 
Were any Wrong is offer'd by an inferior Magiſtrate, to lag 
Claim to any Privilege granted by the higher Powers, can ne- 
ver look like Oppaſition to thoſe higher Powers who granted it. 
St. Peter enjoins all Chriſtians to be ſubject to every human Cr. 
dinance, whether it be to the King, as ſupream; — and what © 
' hz has by himſelf ordain'd for Law; — or to Governors, a 
_ thoſe who are ſent by him; and to what they determine to he 
Laus and has been approv'd of by the King, But the higheſt 
Power only is that to which an Appeal lies in particular Caſes, © 7 
and from which there is no Appeal at all; And the Man 
who appeals in ſuch Caſes, where an Appeal lies, does not op- 
paſe, but ſubmits himſelf to the ſupream Authority, by ſo ap- 1 
„en . 3 VV 
5 The Royay Senate, with Conſent of the People, whom they 
repreſeated, had formerly given to ſuch as were free Citizens of 7 
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Nome, an Exemption from ſuch and ſuch Puniſhments in par- 


"XY * 


ticular Caſes; if any provi zal or inferior. Governors OVer- 
ſon aggriey'd might appeal to 
igheft Powers. When the 


Roman Government was chang d into a Monarchy again, thoſe 


Privileges formerly gra nted by the Senate, were of no Force, 
but as they were confirm'd by their Emperors; and on any | 
Breach of thoſe ancient Privileges, whether confirm'd or not 
x. 9 but left it in Suſpenſe, the Appeal lay to Ceſar, as the higheſt 
Power. Now, if I, taken np by a Military Officer, and like to 
be puniſh'd by him, appeal to the civil, provincial Magiſtrate, 
_.. and from him, as Occaſion offers, to the Sovereign; the greateſt 
Tyrant in the World would call this, not oppoſing, but af- 
ſerting his Power. I know my Prince's general Will by his 
Las, and I have no other Means to know it; his Laws di- 
rect me in ſuch and ſuch Caſes to appeal to him, and to abide 


— 
PD 


* 


buy his Sentence. To appeal then to his Sentence, can never be 
Aa accounted refiſting or oppoſing his Will in Defence of my own 


Privileges. A Free- man of London, laid in the Compter for Debt, 
ndnd removing himſelf by Habeas Corpus to Ludgate, is not thought 
7 guilty of an Ad of Rebellion for ſo doing. An Engliſh-man 
u' d in the North or Weſt Country, and removing his Cauſe to 
the Krng's-Bench in Weſtminſter, or into the Houſe of Lords, 


— 
* 


where the Sovereign is always ſuppos'd virtually preſent, was 


never yet thought guilty of Sedition; And the three Eftates 


in our Parliament, and the Sovereign himſelf, would think it 


very ridiculous, ſhould an Appeal to Laws of their own ma- 
__** king, be call'd Reſiſtance of the higher Powers © 


Vor does it appear, that if Lyſias the chief Captain at Je- 
ruſalem, or Felix or Feſtus, the ſucceſſive Governors of Judaæa, 
would, without any Regard to the Privilege of a Roman Ci- 
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- Exemption from Tribute, as being free; yet, leſt he ſhould offend, 
be enabl'd the Diſciple by a Miracle 0 dare Ae, B. | 
mand. When St. Paul was apprehended by the Magiſtrates at 

Pjbilippi, and beaten by their Order, and ſet in the Stocks in the 
2 inner Priſon, it happen'd the Spirit of Liberty was not upon him. He 


> tizen, have bound him, or ſcourg d him, or crucify'd him, on- 
ly to pleaſe the Jews, that St. Paul would have made any Op- 
- Poſition to their Procedure. St. Paul had appeal d to Czſar ; If 


Caſar had forbidden Feſtus to have receiv'd any Appeal; or 
jf the Governor, out of particular Pique to the Priſoner, would 
have run the Risk of Czſar's Diſpleaſure ; or if Ceſar himſelf 
= hadrejetted his Appeal, it does not appear, that St. Paul would. 
ha ve revild any of them for their Injuſtice; that he would have 

broken Priſon, or taken up Arms, or ha ve ftirr'd up the Multitude 
- againſt any of them. When the Roman Tax-Gatherers ask d St. 
Pe'eter if bis Maſter did not pay Tribute, tho' his Maſter pleaded 
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never pleaded Privilege againſt the Execution of their Or- 
ders, tho? it appears plainly, that the Magiſtrates would not 
have treated him as they did, if they had known he had been a 
Roman. What he told them afterwards, was but a friendly 
Caution for the future, and a very ſmall Satisfaction was accept- 
ed for the unknown Injury, But St. Paul was ſo far from oppo- 


ſing the Authority of the Mag;/trates of Philippi, that he would 
| Hot take Advantage of the miraculous looſing his Fetters, and 


the opening of the Priſon-doors, only that he might teach all 
Chriſtians, that no Advantage whatſoever ought to be taken by 
them againſt the juſt Power either of the ſubordinate, or of the 
ſupream Magiſtrate. From what has been ſaid, it's plain, 


1. That our Apoſtle never encouragd any Preacher of the 95 
SGoſpel, by his Example, to preach up the Lawfulneſs of oppo- 


fing lawful Magiſtrates upon Account of their Male- Adminiſtra- 
tion, or to ſetup the People either as the Originals of Power, or 
as proper Fudges of any Infring ment of ſuch Privileg?s, as they 
may pretend to. For ſince Subjects are generally very much di- 
vided in their Opinions of thoſe Matters, and it may be the 
better and the wiſer Part juſtify and approve of the Soyereign's 
Management, while the meaner and leſs intelligent Part, cry 
out againſt it; thoſe who perſwade the People, that they are 
competent Judges in the Matter, blow the Trumpet of civil War 
from that Pulpit from whence St. Paul, and all true Chriſtians, 
ancient and modern, would only have publiſh d the Goſpel of Peace. 
2. It's plain, that the Roman Emperors were above all Law; 
and our Apo/?lz appealing to one of the worſt of thoſe Emperors, 
unanſwerably proves, that when he commanded x; mothy to put 
Chriſtians in Mind to be ſubje& to Principalities and Powers, he 
meant, that they ſhould be ſo, not only to the Good and Gentle, 

but alſo to the Froward. It's plain too, that St. Paul, by his 
Appeal, fet Nero above the Roman Laws, Ceſar had unqueſti- 
onably the executzve Power in his own Hand: St. Paul had claim'd 
the Privilege of a Roman Citizen, but his Appeal was to Ceſar, 
in whoſe Power alone it was to allow, or to reſcind the Privi- 
lege; for whether Czſar had allow'd his Plea or not, there was 
no farther Appeal in the Caſe. And indeed, wherever the 
fupream Power is lodg'd in any Government, that ſupream Power 
ic, and always muſt be above all human Laws whatſoever , and 
pet the contrary Notion is commonly ſet up, only to gull Fools, 
and to amuſe the Inconſiderate. No Power can repeal any Law 
now in being, but an equal Power to that which firſt made it a 
Law; but the Power which makes and repeals, muſt be above that 
Law fo made, and fo repeal'd. Thus whatever Law our preſent 
Sovereign ſhall paſs in this Seſſions of Parliament, ſhe may repeal 
in the next. Way, tho' her Majefty in Parliament ſhould de- 
termine, that ſuch an. Act in ſuch a particular Caſe, ſnould ne. 
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ver be amy Precedent for the future, yet, in the very next Parli- 
bt ament, it may be made a Precedent for all that; as in Strafford's 


2 and Fenwick's Caſe. Murder and Treaſon are capital Crimes by 
Iv che Law of this Kingdom; and where Judges underſtand or re- 
gard their Duties, the Sentence of Death always follows a legal 
Proof of their Guilt ; yet thole who talk loudeſt of the Law's 
d being above Princes, will be glad of a Pardon, in Caſe they are 
1d found guilty of either, and will plead the Validity of the Great 
all al, againſt the Juſtice and Severity of the moſt reaſonable Sta- 
yx tute that ever was made; and the cavilling Fops will be di- 
he © ftinguiſhihg between the Legiſlative and Executive Powers, as 
lit they were not both in the ſame Hands; yet, according to 
he their own Principles, the Executive muſt be the ſapre me Power, 
„o- becauſe they don't ſue to what they call the Legiſlative, but 
2 7 to the Executive Power, for a Pardon. . 


or 1 3. It appears from hence, that the pretendedly aggrzev'd Party 


ey is not am competent Fudge whether the higher Powers encroach 
di. upon his Privileges or not. St. Paul, by asking that Queſtion, 


be 0 Is it lawful for you to ſcourge a Roman, and uncondemned ? only 


1% pPropoſes a Lueſtion in Law to thoſe who were appointed to ex- 
) 1 OT p: 


ry amine him. Had they anſwer'd afirmatively, that it was law- 
ful, whoſe Opinion would have weigh'd molt, St. Paul's, or 
Var > theirs? When St. Paul ſent Word to the Magiſtrates of Philippi, 
ns, that they had treſpaſsd upon the Roman Laws, in beating and 
we, 3 impriſoning bim who was a Roman, had the Magiſtrates aſſerted 
w; 7 their own Power in the Caſe, would the Apoſtle preſently have 
Is. Aiſcharg d the Philippians from their Obedience to ſuch ar- 
bitrary Governors, as Men who atted againſt the Good of the 
he bpublick Society, who depriv'd a Roman of his Liberty and Pro- 
tle, perty, and fruſtrated all the Ends of Government? Or would 
his be have told them, that thoſe would prove themſelves Men of 
fti. brave Souls and very good Chriſtians, who ſhould endeavour 
md do put thoſe Magiſtrates by their Offices, and ſtand up vigo- 
ſar, 1 3 rouſly in Vindication of their Privileges? No: Thoſe who de- 
vi. fend themzſelves by Law, don't pretend to be Judges in their own 
1 Cauſes, Nor is an Appeal to the Letter of the written Law, always 
enough to determine Controverſies about Liberty and Property. 
The 3 repreſent the e Magi ſtrate, are the Inte /- 
and Peters of the Law, and give the deciſive Senſe of the Letter of 
zols. a whatever the Plantif or Defendant, or their Counſel, may 
” >= think of the Matter. When St. Paul appeald to Cæſar, he ap- 
ita peald to him as the decifive Judge: He might think himſelf 
nt 2 Wrong'd in what was offer'd to hin; but he referr'd the Jud gs 
ment to Cæſar, whether he had been wrong'd or no? If Caſa7 
= jultity'd the Management of his Subiztutes,it hard toperiwade 
As, that Paul would immediately have abdicated his Prince, or 
have animated a Piſa, or a Vindex, to have confpir'd his Ruine 
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inferior, to the hi 
Amd if the inferior 
the. Meaning of the Law, which is the publick Notification 
of the Will of the Sovereign, the injur'd Sub) 


than one c 
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_ - 4 It appears farther from what has been ſaid, that nothing 
can be more ridiculous, than to talk of St. Paul's ſtanding in 

| that Liberty, which the Laws of the Roman State gave him, when * 
| N Paul we < 9 Man e = 2 of the _ IX 
Empire depended purel the Will of ar, who was an ab- 
- ſalute ene notoatable Monarch; and therefore he ap- 
8 'd, not from Czſar to th: Law, but from the Law, as abus d 


inferior Officers, to Cæſar; and he appeals to that Ceſar, 


Who was himſelf a notorious Oppreſſor and a Tyrant. Nero's 
Power was from God immediately; the Power of Felix, or Fe- 
ſttus, or Lyſias, was from God mediately, as it was ſuch a Share 
of that Power committed to Nero, as Nero thought fit to en- 

truſt thoſe inferior Officers with: And ſuch was that Power 


which our Saviour recognizes in Pontius Pilate. Nou, to reſiſt 


the inferior Magiſtrate, had been to reſiſt theOrdinance of God, 


as well as te reſiſt the higheſt Power; but to appeal from the 
Cher Power, is not to reſiſt either of them. 
Magiſtrate ſtretches his Power beyond 


ect may com- 
Plain to the Sovereign, but has nothing to do, either as a Chri- 


; ſtian, or a Subje, to revenge himſelf upon the ſubordinate Ma- 
Liftrate.; but muſt leave that to him, from whom he receives 


Commiſſion. And thus Sr. Paul referr'd bis 2 to Cæſar. 


Jar the arbitram Determinations of the e Power. 
Nor does any Man in his Wits, think ſo in other Nations: For 


if only written Zaws were ſuch a Security, there could be no 
Deciſion of ſuch-Caſes as are not already determin'd by ſome 


written Law; which Caſes frequently occur in theſe, and all 
other Nations; whence every Day makes ſome Additions to 


the Body of tbe Statutes. The Laws of England require, that 1 


the Evidence againſt a Man try'd for his Life, ſhould be full 


and 3 the Matter alledg'd againſt him, prov'd by more 
ible Witneſs ; and where there are not ſufficient 

_ Witneſſes, nor Circumftances enough to corroborate the Evi- 
_ dence, the Engliſhmen ought to be diſcharged by Law: Let, 
_ when the Great Lord rafſord could not be condemned, but real- 
ly, as to his Lile, ſtood diſcharged by Law, à Bill of Attainder 
took him off; A Method repeated ſince upon a like Occaſion. 

Now, thoſe written Laws which cannot ſecure a Man's Life, 7 

to be ſure cannot ſecure his Liberty or Property againſt the ſu - 
pream Power. VVV 

lzydeed, as wasdbſerv'd before, the ſovereign or ſupream Pow- 

er, in al 


yernments, muſt be abſolute, arbitrary, above all 
Coercion ; otherwiſe, no inconvenient, no unjuſt Laws, can 


GIVE 


3 
e 
1 Io” 2 
8 
n 
_- * 
„ 
„ x 
95 ng Lf 


* "AY % 8 4 I'S 
EEE HS 
2X5 # d 
3 1 — 
1 


Its evident from St. Paw!'sCondutt in the preſent Caſe, that 
he did not think the Roman written Laws any Security to Subjects, 
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ever be amended or repealed. The Laws of all Nations are but 
the Creatures of the ſupream Power, who can make them tem- 


ary and probationary only, if they pleaſe, can perpetuate 


them when they think fit, and repeal that Perpetuity uponemers 
gent Reaſons. Thus what the Laws of the Roman State had ſet- 
lad, the Wills of the Roman Cæſars often diſanulled. What a Nero 
ad decreed, a Galbas a Veſpaſian, a Trajan, could repeal oralter 
dds he pleaſed. In our own Government, what a 3d Fdward, 
or a 2d Richard, had enacted in Parliament, a 4th Henry coul4 
repeal in Parliament; What a 6th Henry enatted, a 4th Ed. 
ward vacated : What he, or Richard the 3d fettled, Henry the 
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th diſanulled: Hens 

And never wanted tho 
Will, or to prepare Laws anſwerable to his Intentions. The _ 
Las which Edward the 6th made, Philip and Mary made void, 


the 3th did and undid what he would, 
three Eftates in Parliament to ſecond his 


And the glorious Elizabeth re · enatted. But all theſe Laws, thus 
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enacted, and thus repealed, were not the People's, nor their Re- 


preſentatives Laws, but the Kings and Queens Laws; and yet 
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came into the Head of our Apoſtle. The ſupream Governor or 
= Governors of any Nation, muſt be poſſeſs'd both of the Executive 
dA end the Legiſlatiue Power; otherwiſe: they can never anſmer th; 
Ends of Government, or provide, 
Safety of the People. It's capita 
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= which ſome modern Divines once made uſe o 


were generally, tho? not always, petitioned for, and prepar'd by 
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the Repreſentatives 
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of the People. Which. . 
that the Diſtinction between the Executive 


and Legiſlative Powers, as if they lay in different Hands, is like 
that between the perſonal and politick Capacity of the King; 


3 


— 


to blow up the 


Flames of Rebellion, and to murder the Perſon of Charles Stuart, 


without hurting the King of England, which Viſtinction never 


on ſudden Emergencies, for the 


= County, to carry the Poſſe Comtatus out of his own, into ano- 


mer; yet the Sheriff of Worceſterſpire purſued the Powder-Tray- | 
tors with his Poſſe into Warwickſhire, and was not puniſhed, that 
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C, an Empirt; 
ffom God only, 


the Kiog's Witneſſes ; the Courts where 
King's Courts; 
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== the Dead-Warrant, the — the Pardon comes 


Law being broken only for the publick Good, but pardon'd, not 
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by the three Eſtates 


then aſſembl'd in Parliament, but by the 


| Gur written Laws declare the Kingdom of England a Monar- 
the Gown of England independent, imperial, aud 
5 They declare, that there's no Power co-ordinate 
with, nor coercive over him; and that every Attempt to co- 


Tore bim, to raiſe Arms againſt him, to diſinberit him, is high 


= Treaſon. In Caſe of the Breach of any Law, the Proceſs a- 
—gaink the Criminal, is in the King's Name; the Witneſſes are 
they are tryed, are the 
the Sberiffs, the Judges act by his Commiſſion; 
from his 
Fand. 
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Hand. | Nay, the High Court of Parliament, where our Statutes 
are firſt framed, read, examined, approved, petitioned for, and 
offered to him, is the King's Great Council: It's called by him; 
' any. Limitation of it is by his Conſent; any Limitations may 


be taken off again at their Requeſt, by the ſame Conſent : 2 
When they have ſtudied all they can, to make what they think 


the beſt, and the moſt neceſſary Laws, Le Roy le Veult, of Le 
Ray Aviſera, makes them actual Laws, or damns them. E- 
very/Member of Parliament, before he fits, acknowledges the 


King's Supremacy in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons within 


theſe Kingdoms, and their Appendages; and the Denial of 
it, is Treaſon. Every Member of that Great Council owns 
himſe}f a Subject, and the Prince his Sovereign. Nor are any 


of them Officers, Military or Civil, not ſo much as an ordina- 
ry Juſtice of Peace, but by his Commiſſion. Nor can they hold 


their Commiſſions longer than he thinks fit. There's no ſuch 
Ik̃ hing as a Parliament without the King, any 
Caput, Princi- more than a Man without a Head: He is the 
pium, finis Par- Head, the Beginning and the End of every 
liamenti. Parliament: And as he can't raiſe Money on 
the Subjects without their Conſent, ſo neither 
can they raiſe Money upon themſelves, without his. 


So that our King is ſupream ; inferior Magiſtrates have Aut ho- 1 


_ rity from, and under him. His Laws are the Signification of 


his Will ko his People: An Appeal to his Laws, is an Appeal 7 


to himſelf; and, as the King of England can do no Wrong, ſo 
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none can reſiſt him, but they muſt do him Wrong. Such a So. 


vereign, and much more abſolute was the Roman Emperor: His 


Armies, as well as his Edicts, were his Laws, and his Sword was 4 2 
his Reaſon ; and even ſuch a one St. Paul commanded his pri? 
mitive Chriftians to obey. He acknowledg'd him to be the 


higher Power; the Ordinance of God; one who deriv'd his Pow- 


er from God. Not to be a Terror to good Works, but to the evil. 
Io be the Z:ving-Law of the Roman Empire, and the Refuge of 
all ſuch as might be oppreſs'd. And therefore St. Paul thought 
himſelf ſafer in ſtanding at Czlar's Fudgment-Seat, where he 


ought to be judge d, than in being a Roman Citizen, and uncon- 8 i 


 demn'd; and therefore he appeal d to Czſar. 


That all Power is of the 8 180 that Subjects are Sove- - 
ion, or Co-ordinacy at beft, | 
ce that Malecontents are the beſt Subjects; that it's moſt for 


c reigns, that Supremacy is Subjec 


cc the Good of civil Societies, that every Man ſhould be Judge 


« in. his own Cauſe; that the People's Repreſentatives in Par- 
« hament, are the Wiſdom of the Nation, and yet that the 
« People are wiſer than their Repreſentatives; that Sovereigns 7 
« are accountable to their People for every Thing in which 
they imagine themſelves to have been wrong'd ; that Laus 
EE. > . were 
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g. were before there were any Law-givers; and ſo tuin d the 


m 3 e . 8 
ay Heſart of this World into a Paradiſe, and the Wildneſs of. 
t: Mankind, into a human Society ; that St. Paul deſign'd, as 


e ſome modern Divines ſeem to do, to make Nonſęnſe of his 
ge own Doctrine, by the Diſagreeableneſs of his Practice; that 
Fe to appeal from the inferior to the ſupream Magiſtrate, is of. 
6 foring Reſiſtance to them both; that Subjection and Fidelity 
es js only due to good Magiſtrates, tho? they have neen never ſo 
Sc often ſworn to the bad, as well as to the good; that no Ma- 
vns s giſtrates are good, but ſuch as tt may be half the People, it 
ny © may be ſcarce a quarter of them; it may be ſome few very 
na- e virtuous and pious Heroes of the Modern-cut, Men of diſtin- 
odd e guiſh'd Senſe and Judgment, ſhall pleaſe to report ſo. That 
ich ** thoſe who are faithful to ill Prihces, are Enemies to the pub- 
ny lick Good; and that thoſe Principles which brought ber 
the Royal Grand-father of bleſſed Memory, to the Block, make 
es the beſt Subjects to her preſent Majelty, ---- Theſe, and ſuch 
Alike, are Principles defended by ſome, I hope, not many mo- 
her dern Divines ; theſe were preach'd by the Marſhals, the Cala- 
mes, the Baxters, the Peters, the Goodwyns, the Owens, and 
„- others the Boutefeus in the Great Rebellion. Theſe fill'd three 
of Kingdoms with Sects and Sacrilege, with Blood and Murder, 
eat with univerſal Ruins and Deraſtations, and all for the Good 
ſo of the Public; which they purſu'd as carefully as ever they 
So- diſcharg'd the Publick Faith. %%% od I 
His + Theſe Principles cancell'd our Magna Charta all at once, 
1 made Dirt of all our Laws, written, and cuſtomary; canton'd 
Yri- Chriſtianity into as many Fractions as Gras cut the Euphrates 
the into Streams at the $72ge of Bulylon: And ſuch Rules of ſuſtice 
w. ds theſe, brought one of the beſt Princes, one of the beſt Chriſti- 
231, ans, and the beſt of Men that ever ſat upon the Britiſp Throne, 
e of do be cruelly murder'd by the moſt unnatural of Men, the moſt 
ght ſhameleſs Hy pocrites that ever took upon themſelves the Name 
he of Chriſt, and the moſt faithleſs and impudent of Rebels. And 
on- are not ſuch admirable Principles very fit to be preach'd and 
daefended in theſe Days, while thoſe diſhoneſt Scars they left up- 
re- on theſe Nations in former Days, are ſtill in View? Or can 
ef, any People be ſo very ſoft-h2ad:d, ſo Fop-riden, as to think that 
for the Aſſertors of ſuch Doctrines, if they know their own Meaning, 
dge can mean better to the preſent Government, than thoſe former 
ar- Incendiaries did to Charles the Martyr, of glorious Memory. 
the "1 1 have never yet, in all my little Reading or Memory, met 


igns with one pious, prudent Chriſtian, thoroughly engag'd in a Re- 
mch bellion againſt his lawful Sovereign ; Some well-meaning, weak 
aus Men, have been entangl'd ſometimes in unchriſtian Practices, 
ere by ſubtle, and intriguing Villains ; as Avſalom, ſpirited a- 


way two hundred ſimple, bones Men with him, to * 
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by pretending Religion; but not letting them into the My:; 
ſtery of his unnatural Ambition. But wiſe Men, tho thex 
ma be impos'd on a while, will not be ſo taken. Neigbbour- 
u Princes are often ſtirr'd up by Heaven, to puniſh a Tyrant, 
by commencing a juſt War againſt them, which ſuch are aft 
enough to give them Occaſion to do; and for ſuch Princes 

to bring a Tyrant to Reaſon, is a glorious Atchievement. 
But where God permits Subjects to riſe againſt their lawful 7 
 Sovereigns, to whom they are engag'd by the Oath of God; ; 
which God does. ſometimes, to puniſh ſome perſonal Sin in tze 
Prince; as he puniſh'd David, for Adultery and Murder; "- 
Solomon for his Indulgence to his idolatrous Wives, Cc. Or, 

to ſcourge a Nation, who abuſe his Goodneſs, and murmur 3% 
at that Proviſion, Temporal and Spiritual, which he hass 
made for them, he culls out the moſt vile Atbeiſts, and pro- 
Found 'Hypocrites in a Nation: So, againſt David, he raisd 

the Abſaloms, the Achitophels, the SHebas; againſt Solomon, 

the Jeroboams, ſuch as wonld teach whole Nations to fin; ** 
the Baanaes, and Rechabs, the Zimries, Baaſhaes, Vindexes, 
RNavillacs, Cromwells, and ſuch other deſperate Wretches; and 
when he has done with them, he caſts them into the Fire of 
JJ. Cop Tn 
If written Laws are to be the ſole Standards of our Rights, 
they mutt be fo for the Prince, as well as for the People; 7 
the Prince certainly muſt have ſome Rights as well as they. 
But the written Laws are only a dead Letter, without an In- 
terpreter: Our Judges are the Interpreters of our Laws, and 
to the Interpreters of the Will of the Sovereign, and Keepers 
f his, or ber Conſciente, Doubtleſs, both the Judges and bp: 
 pheir Maſter may. be miſtaken 3 Princes, and all Judges of the 
Earth, are but Men, and fallible; but muſt fallible Subjects 
therefore take up Arms againſt fallible Princes, only becauſe 
they are ſo? If, in a doubtful Point, the Sovereign takes 
the beſt Advice he can; if he takes it of Men ay tg. 0 
converſant in the Laws of the Land, Men under the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations of Conſcience, to be faithful and impartial, 77 
Men who have approv'd their Underſtanding and Integrity in 
other Caſes; and if the Sovereign acts upon their unanimous 7 
Opinion, is it fit that that Sovereign ſhould be arraign'd 7 
and condemn'd for all his Care, by Men of no Skill in the 
Laws, no Integrity, no Vertue, no Honour, no Conſcience, 
,and under no ſuch ſolemn Ties to Impartialicy and Faithful 
nes? There was not tte leaſt Step made to the crying Sins 
of this Day, but what was Treaſon by the written, the fun- 
damental Laws of this Kingdom. There's not one Principle 
tending to animate Subjects agafhſt their Sovereigns, to pick 
Quarrel with their Government, to ſet the People up in Co- 
nm ; r OFGLNACY 
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ordinacy with | their Sovereign, or to make them the Origi- 


nals of his Power; but it's treaſonable by the written Laws 
of the Land. And was ever any Man found Fault with by 
the Sovereign, for appealing to thoſe Laws in clear Caſes ? 
t or, did ever any Man betray the juſt Liberties of his Coun- 


| 1 this Day of Faſting and Humiliation for their Wicked neſs, in- 
to a Day of Joy and Thankſgiving tor their Converſion. But, 


if the Impudence of factious Libertines, Republicans, and A- 


d tßbeiſts, will be promoting and handing about the ſame pe- 
= ftilent Principles ſtill, God forbid, that the true Miniſters 
8 of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould ceaſe to lift up their Voices like Trum- 


pets, to ſhew our Engliſp Judab their Sins, and ourBritiſh I- 
rael their Iniquities! ß 8 
But what is it which thoſe Men, whd quarrel with the Me- 


mory of that bleſſed Martyr Charles the Firſt, and the Obſer- 
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vation of this Day, as a ſolemn Faſt for that deteſtable Murder 
on this Day committed on his ſacred Perſon, would be at? They 
print and diſperſe their vile Pamphlets, ſpawn'd in Hell, and 
dictated by Devils, to blacken the Memory of that excellent 
Prince. $99 though we know the Father of their Pamphlets, 
by thoſe Heaps of ſhameleſs Lies amaſgd together in them, yet 
they endeavour to bully, to jeer, to threaten thoſe who dare to 
aſſert the Cauſe ef their God, and their Sovereign. Will they 
plead, in their own Defence, that the Faſt of this Day proceeds 
only from the Son's Command; who was willing to vindicate 
the Honour of his Father 2 Why, all the ſober Part of Man- 
kind, who had been appriz'd of that blefled Marty's Caſe, 


were ready to vindicate him before; and ſome even of his bit- 
+> tereſt Enemies, could not but wipe off thoſe monſtrous Calum- 
mnies which had been rais'd againſt him. But ſuppoſe Charles 
the Martyr's Son only had, by his own Authority, commanded 
the Obſervation of this Day, yet Solomon's Advice might have 
been of ſome Weight among Chriftians, I counſel thee to obey 
== the Command of the King, becauſe of the Oath of God, Eccl 8. 2. 


Well then, ſince that Plea is good for nothing, would they 
Hae the People have all the Power of appointing ſole nm Ts, 
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the People of this Nation, can never meet together, to conſult 


in common upon their publick Affairs; therefore they muſt 


meet by their Repreſentatives. If that will do, than we ſay, the 


Act for obſerving this Day, the Sins for which it was to be ob- 
fexy'd, and the Manner how, were all inſerted in one Bill, 


by the Repreſentatives of the People. They petition'd, that 
it might be enacted into a Law, and they join'd their own 


_ Conſent and Authority with that of their Sovereign, for the 
_ enacting of it. They defir'd, that it might be obſerv'd per- 


petually, as a perpetual Demonſtration of the whole Nation's 


Abhorrence of that black Sin, and thoſe accurs'd Traitors, who, 


by helliſh Ways and Means, had effetted the Murder of their 


Sovereign. Nor was the Act procur'd by any clandeſtine or 
_ oyer-reaching Tricks, not by Noiſe or Importunity, but it 
paſs'd borh Houſes without Contradiction: And then, if it 


was ever fo, the Voice of the People was the Voice of God. 


And can neither our true Sovereign Lord the King, nor our 
zmaginary Sovereign Lords the People, ſatisfy thoſe Men? Or 
do they fancy, that Mens Minds may be generally chang'd by 
this Time? And that if ſuch a Bill were now to be brought in, 
it would be rejected hy both Houſes ? How comes it to paſs 
_ then, that though ſome of their Zealots have ſplit their Free- 


holds into a thoufand little Parcels, and drawn unthinking Wretch- 
es into Perjury by Heaps, that they might have Repreſentatzves 
of their own Stamp; 1\ 
Ad for obſerving tbe zoth Day of January, as a Day of Faſting 


and Humaliation for the barbarous Murder on that Day commit- 
ted on the Perſon of our late dread Sovereign, Charles the Firſt, 


ef bleſſed Memory, repeaPd. Nay, the preſent honourable Hou- 


ſes of Parliament, keep this Day themſelves, appoint Men of 


 Anti-republican Principles to preach before them, and join to- 


gether in publick Prayers to God, That when he makes Inqui- 


Ftion for Blood, he would not lay th: Guilt of the Innocent Blood 


ef us, or of our Poſterity,— 


of Charles the Martyr, (the ſhedding of which, nothing but the 


Blood of his own Son, could expiate,) that he would not lay it to 
| the Charge of the People of this Land; or let it ever be requir'd 
That his Memory may ever be bleſſed 


among us; and we follow the Example of his Patience and Chas ity. 
And that our Land may be free from the Vengeance of his 


. Blood, and God's Mercy glorify d in the Forgiveneſs of our Sins. 


There are, it may be, ſeveral in this very Congregation, Who 
come here only as Spies, to affront their God and their Sove- 


reign, by ſhewing their Faces occaſionally only in the Houſe of 


God, daring his Vengeance, and glorying in the Crimes of 


their Predecefiors, But they are not the firſt who have glo- 


ried 


and of determining the Time when, and the Reaſon why they 
ſhould be obſervd? Be it ſo then. The whole: Multitude, all 
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I the Thirty-firſt of January, 1708-9. 
ried in their Shanie. Theſe are Engliſþ-mev, it may be, but no 
F - Chriſtians ;. or if they will pretend to that venerable Name of 
-Chriftians, they are, beyond all Contradiction, ſuch as thoſe 
= .deſcrib'd by St. Jude, v. 8, 12, 16. They are filthy Dreamers, 
wo defile the Fleſh; deſpiſe Dominion, ſpeak Evil of Dignities : 
They are Spots in our Feaſts of Charity, feeding themſelves with- 
7 out Tear; Clouds they are without Water, driven about of Winds 
Raging Waves of the Sea, foaming out their own Sbame: They | 
ate Murderers, Complainers, walking after tbeir own Luſts, and 
their Mouths ſpeak great ſwelling Wards : They are wandring 
Stars, to whom is reſerv'd ooo; of Darkneſs for ever. === _ 
= To. whom we need to ſay no more, than the Great Arch. Angel 
>= Maid to their Father, The Lord rebuke them ' 
But we, ſo many of us are ſincere Members of the Church PF 
England, have not ſo learn'd Chriſt, The ancient Gnoſtict, 
the Priſcillianiſts, or Circumcellions of old, might entertain re- 
bellious and cruel Principles. The Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt al. 
ways abhorr'd them. Our Apoſtle was not for dethroning, nor 
for murdering of Cæſar; but he appeal'd to him as the higheſt 
Power, and the Sovereign of the Roman Empire. The Chri- 
fſſttians 1 old never renounc'd their Allegiance to any of Neos 
Fx Succefſors, nor ever enter'd themſelves into the Party of their 
Enemies, or of Uſurpers. They appeal'd to their Innocence 
in theſe Caſes, as juſt Reaſons for mitigating the Violence of 
their Perſecutors. The politick Pagans would fain have fixd 
the Character of Men of Factious, Seditious, Rebellious, Anti- 
monarchical Principles upon them: And the Chriſtians, W bo 
knew, that if ſuch a Charge would ſtick, their Guilt would 
be inexcuſable, took as much Pains to wipe off that Dirt, as 
= others did to throw it on. Now, whether it be more Chriſtian 
lie to imitate thoſe primitive Saints and Heroes, or to fall in 
with our modern Sons of Belial, who, had they Opportunity, 
2 would be as ready to cut off the precious Life of our preſent gra- 
cious Queen, as ever their Fathers were to murder her pious and 
and illuſtrious Grand. father? Leave to all fober Chriſtians to 
determine. And whether it be better, with St. Paul, to ap- 
peal from the Mob to Ceſar, or with our modern Republican 
' Atheiſts, from Cæſar to the Mob, judge ye. . 88 
Let then the Enemies of our civil Conftitution, of our Laws, 
of our Religion, our Sovereign, our Peace and publick Inte- 
reſts, rake up all thoſe Lies from the Bottom of Hell, which 
they would fix on the Name of our marti d Sovereign, of glori- 
ous Memory: Let them fly in the Face of Sovereign Princes, and 
their Great Councils, the three Eſtates of this Land in Parli- 
ament aſſembl d: Let them feaſt when we faſt, and delight 
| themſelyes in Royal innocent Blood, while we ſeriouſly implore 
God's Mercy, that we may be freed from the Guilt of it But 
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do thou, O God, ſave and deliver us out of their cruel Hands; 
abate their Pride, aſſwage their Malice, and confound their De- 
wices | O never may thoſe Principles, which have once already 
ruin d our Laws, ruin d our Country, ruin d our Sovereign, in. 


feet any conſiderable Number again in theſe diſtrated Nations! 


| 0 nay we make ſuch Haſte to reform our vitiated Morals, and 
dar corrupted Principles, that neither we nor our Sovereign may be 
ever again given up to the Wills of barbarous and unreaſonable 
Men ! But let pure Faith, fincere Piety, uncorrupted Manners, 
end untainted Loyalty, be the Eſtabliſhment of our Times, that 
our Diviſions may ceaſe, our Charity enlarge it ſelf, our Honour 
revive, our Queen be ſafe, and our Church flouriſh ? Let that 
Great Apoſtle of us Gentiles, be our Example, io ſhew us how 


tb behave our ſelves to any lawful Governours ! And let us not 


doubt but that we ſhall then, and never till then, be , when 
we render to Cæſar, the Things that are Czſar's, and to God, 
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